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EDUCATION
University of Southern California (USC) Los Angeles, CA
Ph.D. Candidate, Political Science and International Relations June 2027 (Expected)

Research Interests: Immigration and Preference Formation, Comparative Politics of East Asia,
Gender and Geopolitics

Seoul National University (SNU) Seoul, Korea
Master of Arts, Political Science and International Relations 2019
Princeton University Princeton, NJ
Bachelor of Arts (A.B.), Politics 2013
Princeton Institute for International and Regional Studies (PIIRS) Undergraduate Fellow
Beijing Normal University(Princeton-in-Beijing Intensive Language Program) Beijing, China
Summer 2010, 2020
PUBLICATIONS

e “Pivotal power of small states to save the international liberal economic order: the case from East Asia”
(w/ Trissia Wijaya, and Jessica C. Liao, and Saori Katada, 2025) The Pacific Review, 38(2), 285-316

WORKING PAPERS

e  “Politics in Translation: Immigrants’ Dual and Dynamic Political Preferences” (Book Project)
e “Portable Politics? A Cross-National Model of Immigrants’ Dual Preferences”
e “Do Political Generations Travel? Birth Cohorts and Pre-migration Socialization”
e “The Cost of Taking Sides? US-China Rivalry and Immigrant Political Moderation”
o  “Marry, Work, Migrate? A Wider View of the Implications of Shifting Gender Politics” (w/ Christian
Dyogi Phillips and Jeonghyun Kim)
e “Conservative or Christian? North Korean Refugees’ Political Identification in South Korea”
e “Great Power Rivalry and Political Ideology: The Geopolitical Foundations of Domestic Left-Right
Cleavages”
o  “Wartime ‘Comfort Women’ and the Gendered Conditions of National Acceptance”

EXPERIENCE

USC Center for International Studies (CIS) Los Angeles, CA

Research Assistant 2023-2026
Co-authoring and assisting research w/ Prof Saori Katada, Prof. Christian Phillips, Prof. Lon Kurashige

USC Korean Studies Institute (KSI) Los Angeles, CA

Research Assistant 2021-2022

Archival research in Mandarin Chinese and Korean to compile multiple datasets.

The China Institute at Seoul National University Seoul, Korea
Research Associate 2019-2020


mailto:ebaik@usc.edu
ewonbaik.github.io
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09512748.2024.2369700

Led research group on China’s foreign policy, focusing on regional intervention behavior and asymmetrical
economic policies.

McKinsey and Company Seoul, Korea
Research Associate 2014
Wrote “Current Market Assessment” chapter for McKinsey’s public report on the Korean Startup Ecosystem.
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Seoul, Korea
Public Information Intern 2012

Composed articles for refugee advocacy on UNHCR’s website; translated documents for government officials.

TEACHING

2023 USC: The Global Economy (TA for Prof. Ben Graham)

2022 USC: Introduction to International Relations (TA for Dr. Han-Hui Hsieh)

2019 SNU: China’s Global Governance (TA for Prof. Injoo Sohn)

2018 SNU: Politics of China, China’s Rise and Asia’s Future (TA for Prof Injoo Sohn)

PRESENTATIONS AND WORKSHOPS

2026/10 Pacific Graduate Conference for Korean Studies (PaCKS) at USC (Presenter)

2026/9 APSA Annual Conference (Presenter)

2026/9 Gender and Politics in East Asia Conference at UT Austin (Presenter)

2026/9 ISA West Annual Conference (Presenter)

2026/5 Politics of Race Immigration and Ethnicity Consortium (PRIEC) at UCSB (Presenter)

2025/2 Bureaucracies in International Relations Conference at USC (Discussant)

2026-202  Center for International Studies IR & CP Workshop Series at USC. (Presenter and Discussant)

GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND AWARDS

2026 USC Dean’s Dissertation Completion Fellowship ($21,218 stipend)

2026 USC Graduate School Summer Research and Writing Grant ($2000)

2026-2023 USC Asian Pacific Alumni Association Scholarship ($2000%4)

2025 USC POIR Ph.D Research and Education Award ($4000)

2025-2023 USC Center for International Studies Summer Research Assistantship ($3500%*3)
2025 USC East Asian Graduate Fellowship ($1000)

2024-2023 USC Center for International Studies Research Fund ($1500%2)

2023 USC PhD Educational Development Fund ($500)

2022 Bartling Endowed Fellowship ($4000)

2022 USC Graduate School Summer Research and Writing Grant ($5500)

2019-2017 Teaching Assistant Merit Scholarship (SNU) ($6000)

ADDITIONAL TRAINING

2022 Institute for Qualitative and Multi-Method Research (Syracuse University)

SKILLS

R, Stata, LaTeX / Korean (Native), Mandarin Chinese (Advanced) / Pro-bono Korean-English interpreter for
Los Angeles Unified School District and California criminal court proceedings



REFERENCES

Christian Dyogi Phillips

Associate Professor of Political Science
University of Southern California
christian.d.phillips@usc.edu

Christian Grose
Professor of Political Science and Public Policy
University of Southern California

cgrose(@usc.edu

Saori Katada

Louis G. Lancaster Chair of International Relations
University of California, Santa Barbara
saorikatada@ucsb.edu

Brian Rathbun

Professor and Munk Chair in Global Affairs
University of Toronto
brian.rathbun@utoronto.ca



mailto:cdphilli@usc.edu
mailto:cgrose@usc.edu
mailto:saorikatada@ucsb.edu
mailto:brian.rathbun@utoronto.ca

